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The recent sunny days remind us that spring is on the way. The sap is rising!
Adelaide City Council Elections
October 19 is the date of the Adelaide City Council Elections.

SECRA is happy to report that two members of SECRA will be contesting the elections.

Our hard-working Chairperson, David Plumridge, will be standing as an Area Councillor while our SECRA Committee Member, Dr Michael Henningsen will be standing as a Councillor in the South Ward.

No candidates will be formally endorsed by SECRA, but I am sure you will be pleased to have candidates you can be confident will express your views and respond to your concerns in Council.

We will have the opportunity to vote for all 5 Area Councillors and David would very much appreciate your first preference.

Most SECRA members will be eligible to vote in the South Ward and a first preference for Michael Henningsen would ensure that we have a local member responsive to our concerns and willing to represent SECRA views and aims within Council. Members living north of Angas Street will have the opportunity to vote in the Central Ward as well as for the Area Councillor positions.
SECRA will be hosting a Meet the Candidates session on Wednesday October 3rd at 6 pm in the Ladies Auxiliary Hall, TPI Building on the corner of Hutt Street and South Terrace. 

At that session you will have the opportunity to ask David and Michael questions, raise issues and meet with other SECRA members over a cup of coffee.

 Vic Park and the Law.
Some of you have made a financial contribution to the legal action that the Adelaide Parklands Preservation Association and two private citizens (Michael Henningsen and I) are taking to annul the resolution/decision made by the Adelaide City Council on March 29th. The preliminary hearing was held last week and the case will now be heard on September 13th and 14th (due to scheduling difficulties). If anyone wants to know more details about this then please give me a ring. (8223 4458) 
This legal challenge has shown Adelaide City Councillors – and perhaps Members of Parliament – that people are very concerned about land grabs of our Park Lands and will take whatever steps might be available to try to protect them. 

Mr Foley’s revised Masterplan has recently been lodged with the planning authorities with a request that it be treated as a Category One development. If this is accepted, APPA will be taking legal advice and considering what steps are available to have this changed to Category Three which will allow greater scrutiny of this outrageous proposal. This action will be strongly supported by SECRA and David Plumridge as a member of the APPA committee.     

Finally

Like many of you, I chose to live near Vic Park because I considered it Park Lands temporarily taken over for motor sport (and a few horse races). If this Masterplan goes ahead then Vic Park becomes a dedicated motor sport venue (with up to 30 horse races a year). It will no longer be an urban park, open at all times (bar the four days of Clipsal) to the public for passive recreation. There must be over 400,000 Vic Park visits a year by people quietly using the park for such recreation.  And yet this doesn’t seem to count. 
I cannot believe that the people of Adelaide will stand by and let Park Lands be lost to corporate guzzlers to satisfy the ego of politicians. And this from a Labor Government!    
Heather Nimmo,

Secretary 
Clipsal 500
At our strong request, the Adelaide City Council has recently written to the South Australian Motor Sport Board requesting them to paint out the coloured race markings (authorized graffiti) on the kerbing in our streets, and remove the gravel arrestor bed in East Terrace. We have also requested that the recently-installed pedestrian refuges in Bartels and Wakefield Roads not be removed until the final road closures come into effect just before the race. These are a vital part of the safety for walkers and cyclists who use the Parklands trail.
They will also be examining the potholes in Halifax Street (between Hutt Street and East Terrace). 

Bits and Pieces

· Our Peak Oil expert and SECRA member, Nick Langsford, tells us that, according to Yahoo News ‘climate change fears reach even Formula One Racing …the epitome of gas-guzzling wastefulness where a vast entourage of people and machines jet to races around the world.’ It was reported that the team principal of Honda racing said that ‘Formula One is likely to become a dinosaur’ as ‘people will say it’s inappropriate to put on a glitz show, burning lots of fossil fuel.’   Wonder how the sponsors of this ‘gas-guzzling wastefulness’ will react? Will Malaysian Airways walk away from the Clipsal 500, for instance?  And how can Murdoch’s News Corporation ‘go green’ with The Advertiser a major supporter of Foley’s folly in our Park Lands?  

· Following our budget submission the ACC are pursuing our idea of free travel on public transport within the City and ways in which to decrease private car use to major events.
· Now that the Government’s grand plan for the development of Victoria Park has been lodged with the planning authorities we can see exactly what we are going to get for our $55 million. The only consolation for taxpayers is that much of the cost is going to be borne by the South Australian Jockey Club. $10 million towards the building, $6 million for the fit-out,  another $6 million for  track upgrade, possibly another million for fencing and other bits and pieces; a total of at least $23 million and for something they will never own! 

· Then of course there is another million or so for the removal and remediation of the mess that the SAJC has created over the years on their existing Victoria Park site; there is no reason in the wide world why Adelaide City ratepayers should bear any of this cost.

· And the lease? We’ve heard the ACC won’t go lower than $300,000 per year, which sounds reasonable for a commercial operation. After all, the SAJC reckons that their Cheltenham has a capital value at least $50 million so Victoria Park being prime city real estate must be worth a lot more than that. And how does that compare with lease payments for another Parklands commercial venture – Next Generation on Memorial Dr? 

· We also wonder how much they’re going to charge the South Australian Motor Sport Board?
· Afton House building work is now proceeding and our Sub-Committee has had a less than happy relationship with Housing SA. After an initial consultation phase, communications broke down. Concerns about asbestos removal and methods of demolition gave much strife and were only addressed after reference to the Minister through Dr Jane Lomax-Smith. Let us hope that work will now proceed smoothly. What is very important is that when tenants return to the upgraded Afton House, MACHA will adopt stringent tenancy guidelines and effective consultation with local residents as has happened with their management of the hostel in Angas St.
· July 1 was a new financial year for SECRA and membership renewals fell due. Nearly all our members renewed and perhaps we could allow ourselves a New Year resolution – to recruit a new member.

    Please pass on this newssheet to your south-east friends and neighbours and ask them to join.

· Dr Jane Lomax-Smith tells us that the re-opening of the Box Factory is moving (slowly) closer. The University of the 3rd Age may be taking up space there and then the upper rooms would become available for community use. We would then need Council to provide support to establish a centre similar to Sturt Street.
· SECRA is part of a group working with Dr Jane Lomax-Smith to monitor public safety issues in the Hutt Street precinct. Generally things seem to have improved thanks to the efforts of the police. It is important that any problems we have, no matter how trivial they may seem, should be reported to the police on 131 444.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
We welcome your comments and suggestions…..

Committee: David Plumridge AM, Chairperson, Heather Nimmo, Secretary, Doug Sweet, Treasurer,

Jan Davis, Anne Melrose and Michael Henningsen

Email: comments@secra.asn.au web: www.secra.asn.au Postal: PO Box7017 Hutt St Adelaide.
